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Save paper and receive this  
newsletter electronically! 

Email menardswcd@gmail.com with “Newsletter”  
in the subject line. 

This newsletter is also available on our website,  
www.menardcountyswcd.com  

 

The Web Soil Survey provides  
agricultural producers, agencies,  
Technical Service Providers, and  

others electronic access to relevant soil and related infor-
mation needed to make land-use and management deci-

sions. 
To use, visit the website to the left and click the green 

“Start WSS” button. 
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
• Director Nominations - Page 2 

• Financial Report - Page 3 

• Native Plant and Tree Sale Order 
Form - Page 4 

• Tree/Plant Order Form—Page 5 

 

MENARD COUNTY SWCD 
Menard County Soil & Water Conservation District 
103 Centre Drive Petersburg, IL  62675 ~ (217) 632-2431 ext. 110 

(above) Pictured is Staab Farms cover crop/food plot mixture of clover, grains, buckwheat and brassicas. 

It is the belief of this organization that the Menard County Soil & Water Conservation District is to be the respected leader in  
education and motivating those innovators who conserve our natural resources for the present and future generations. 

 

We have 2022 Plat Books for sale in 
our office! $30 for each Plat Book 

Sponsorships 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 2 Newsletters per year 
• Reaching over 300 landowners and operators in Menard County 

each time 
• Newsletters will be presented on our website with unlimited ac-

cess 
 

For more questions about becoming a sponsor, please email 
menardswcd@gmail.com 

http://www.menardcountyswcd.com/
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Office Staff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

(left to right) Samantha Holliday, Katie Rebbe 
 

Menard County SWCD Staff 
Samantha Holliday, Administrative Coordinator 

VACANT, Resource Conservationist 

 

NRCS Field Office Staff 
VACANT, Soil Conservationist 

 

NRCS Area Office Staff 
Katie Rebbe, Engineer 

Andrew Fulton, District Conservationist 

 
 

Menard County SWCD Directors 
George Staab, Chairman 

Kenton Bell, Vice Chairman 
John Lyons, Secretary/ Treasurer 

David Dowell/ Director 
Ryan Todd/Director  

 
 
 
 
 

Left to right (Nat Bacon, Sammy Smith, Jared Whitcomb,  
Lindsey Norvell) 

FSA Office 
Nat Bacon, County Executive Director 

Lindsey Norvell, Program Technician 
Jared Whitcomb, Program Technician 
Sammy Smith, Program Technician 

 
         

  Field Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

Appointments are encouraged,  
as staff are often in the field. 

 

Menard County SWCD offers all programs and services with-
out regard to color, nationality, religion, sex, age,  

marital status, disability or political beliefs. Menard County 
SWCD is an equal opportunity employer. 

The Menard County SWCD board will have an  
election of directors at an Open House  

on Wednesday, January 31, 2024 for three 
positions to be filled starting March 1, 2024.  

 
Any landowner or occupier of land in Menard 
County, age 18 or older, may vote. Elections 
will take place at the USDA Service Center 

from 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m.  

Thank you! 
 

The Menard County SWCD 
would like to thank all those that 

supported the District’s  
Fish Sale in 2023. We are so ex-

cited to  finally be offering a 
Tree and Native Plant sale this 

year! 

SWCD Accepting Director Nominations 

The Menard County Soil and Water Conservation District is accepting nominations for three of five 
Director’s positions, for a two-year term of office.  

 

Elections will be held from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 31, 2024 at an Open House 
and General Election at the SWCD office, 103 Centre Drive Petersburg, IL 62675. 
 

You are eligible to be a Director if you reside in Menard County or own land in Menard Coun-
ty. You must be of legal voting age. 

 

The governing body of the SWCD consists of five elected Directors who shall be owners or occupiers 
of lands within the District. Their purpose is to carry out, in the public’s interest, the control/
prevention of soil erosion, conservation of resources, and prevention of air/water pollution. Directors 
willingly give of their time to decide what natural resource and agriculture issues need to be addressed 
in Menard County, what action will be taken, and who is responsible for getting the work done. It is 
their duty to approve the budget for all funds, approve all payments made by the District, and provide 
for the annual audit. They have the responsibility for personnel management including job descrip-
tions, performance standards, policies, as well as benefits, while providing direction, motivation, and 
guidance. 
 

A Director will serve a minimum of a two-year term on the SWCD board, attend monthly board meet-
ings, and participate and serve on committees. SWCD Directors also review, monitor, and supervise 
the finances, office personnel, and workload of the District; represent the SWCD, as time allows, at 
local, regional, state and national conservation affiliated events and meetings; and participate, as time 
allows, in regional and state affiliated organizations. 
 

  
 

For more information about the responsibilities, or if you may be inter-
ested in running for one of the available positions, please call the office 
at 217-632-2431 ext. 110.  

Open House & Director Election 
January 31, 2023 

 

Menard County  
SWCD Calendar 

 
 

USDA BUILDING SCHEDULE 
 

January 1 Closed – New Year’s Day 
January 15 Closed – Dr. Martin Luther  
      King, Jr. Day 
February 11 Closed– Washington’s Birthday 
February 12 Closed- Lincoln's Birthday 
February 19 Closed– Presidents’ Day 
May 27  Closed– Memorial Day 
June 19 Closed– Juneteenth 
July 4  Closed– Independence Day 
September 2 Closed– Labor Day 
October 14 Closed– Columbus Days 

November 5 Closed– Election Day 
November 11 Closed– Veterans Day 
November 28 Closed– Thanksgiving Day 
November 29 Closed– The day after Thanksgiving 
December 25 Closed– Christmas 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

January 31 Open House/Election of Directors 
  7 a.m.—5:30 p.m. 
February 12 Deadline for Tree Sale 
March 20 Deadline for Fish Sale 
April 4  Fish must be picked up @ 11am 
April 5  Trees must be picked up @ 11am 
April 15 Deadline for Native Plant Sale 
June 4  Native Plant Pickup @ 11am 
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Menard County SWCD FY2023 Financial Report 

The Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 
(the 2018 Farm Bill) authorized the Livestock 
Indemnity Program (LIP) to provide benefits 
to eligible livestock owners or contract grow-
ers for livestock deaths in excess of normal 
mortality caused by eligible loss conditions, 
including eligible adverse weather, eligible 
disease and attacks by animals reintroduced 
into the wild by the federal government or 
protected by federal law, including wolves 

and avian predators. In addition, LIP provides 
assistance to eligible livestock owners that 

must sell livestock at a reduced price because 
of an injury from an eligible loss condition. 
For more information go to Farm Service 

Agency’s website and go to Programs & Ser-
vices and then Disaster Assistance Programs. 

Kenton Bell: 217-652-5748 
Local Dealer 
 
Justin Holliday: 217-361-6229 
Local Dealer 



 

 4 

60’ long reach excavator and 
other heavy equipment 

Rental Equipment: 
 

• 6ft Great Plains Drill 
• 3ft Genesis Drill 
• Honda Straw Blower 
• Scraper 
• Blade 
• Brush Puller 
• Crary Ditcher 
• EZ-Ject Brush Killer 
• Drip Torch & Flappers 
 
 

 

**Want to know if a piece of equip-
ment is being rented? Check out our 

website where we keep an updated cal-
endar of events** 

 

Check out our website for more information:  
www.menardcountyswcd.com 

Equipment must 
be picked up and 
returned during 

office hours! 

Attention Illinois Farmers! The annual Conservation Cropping Seminar will 
be taking place January 21st, 2024 with both virtual and in-person options. 
 
The event will be held from 9am-3:30pm with the in-person attendees 
meeting at the Illinois Department of Ag Building in Springfield, IL. The in
-person event costs only $25 (lunch included) and the virtual tickets are on-
ly $15.  
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to learn from the experts and network with oth-
er conservation-minded attendees. Register by January 24th at https://
www.ccswcd.com/conservation-cropping-seminars to learn more and re-
serve your spot. In-person spots are limited so sign-up today!  
 

https://www.ccswcd.com/conservation-cropping-seminars
https://www.ccswcd.com/conservation-cropping-seminars
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USDA Streamlines Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
RCPP Improvements Include: 
• Streamlining RCPP agreements for fiscal year 2023 awards and moving one programmatic agreement 

to begin implementing the RCPP projects awarded under the fiscal year 2024 notice of funding op-
portunity. This will allow partners to being quicker implementation of their RCPP projects. 

• Entrusting program management and negotiation to the State Conservationists, who lead NRCS pro-
grams in each state. This further encourages the locally led process and ensuring the necessary tech-
nical needs and costs were realized before project proposal submission. 

• Establishing parameters and expectations for easement negotiations, including availability of ease-
ment deed templates and established program processes to reduce partnership agreement negotiation 
and implementation timeframes. 

• Improving RCPP guidance and training, ensuring RCPP policies and procedures are communicated in 
a uniform consistent manner. 

For the full list of RCPP improvements Illinois NRCS has identified for future implementation, visit the website! 

Beekeeping 101: 
 

Lunch is provided 
Fun Door prized! 

More information at www.cibabees.org 


